
	

	

	

Health	 sector	 contributes	 0.45%	 to	
national	GDP	and	out	of	the	total	Rs.	134	
billion	 expenditure	 on	 health,	 30%	 is	
made	 on	 health	 care	 development.	
Punjab	 contributes	 45%	 to	 the	 total	
expenditure	 on	 health,	 the	 largest	 share	
amongst	provinces2.	Currently	the	public	
health	care	system	comprises	about	1,167	
hospitals,	 5,695	dispensaries,	5,464	basic	
health	units,	675	rural	health	centers,	733	
mother	 and	 child	 health	 centers	 and	
allied	 medical	 professionals	 i.e.	 doctors,	
nurses,	midwives	and	pharmacists.	

As	 of	 fiscal	 year	 2016,	 there	 are	 184,71	
doctors,	 16,652	 dentists,	 94,766	 nurses	 and	
118,869	 hospital	 beds	 in	 the	 country.	
Moreover,	 during	 nine	 months	 of	 2015-16,	
4,500	doctors,	450	dentists,	3,500	nurses	and	
4,450	 paramedics	 have	 completed	 their	
academic	 courses	 and	 4,350	 new	 beds	 have	
been	 added	 in	 the	 hospitals.		In	 addition,	
during	2015,	23	basic	health	care	sub-centers	
and	 6	 rural	 health	 care	 centers	 were	
constructed	 and	 63	 maternity	 and	 child	
health	 care	 centers	 along	 with	 24	 new	
hospitals	were	constructed	on	priority.	

								

Healthcare	
Government	of	Punjab	

Government	 of	 Punjab	 (GoP)	 is	 also	 investing	
significantly	 into	 the	 health	 sector	 through	
various	 activities,	 which	 include;	 expansion	 of	
family	welfare	 centers	 (FWCS),	 recruitment	 of	
community	 based	 family	 planning	 workers	
(CBFPW),	 activation	 of	 mobile	 service	 units	
(MSUs),	 up	 gradation	 of	 family	 health	 centers	
for	training,	reorganization	of	regional	training	
institutes,	 establishment	 of	 new	 family	 health	
clinics,	establishment	of	provincial	warehouse,	
and	 strengthening	 of	 population	 welfare	
training	 institutes	 .Moreover	 programs	 like	
Punjab	 AIDS	 Control	 Program	 (PACP)	 and	
Punjab	 Health	 Sector	 Reforms	 Program	
(PHSRP)	 are	 also	 steps	 taken	 towards	 	 better	
healthcare.	

Healthcare	–	High	on	Growth	Trajectory	
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Government	 of	 Pakistan	 has	 made	
substantial	efforts	to	improve	health	status	
of	the	people	and	reduce	burden	of	disease	
through	 series	 of	 programs	 and	 projects.	
The	 government	 has	 launched	 ‘Prime	
Minister’s	 National	 Health	 Insurance	
Program’	 to	 improve	 the	 health	 status	 of	
the	country’s	population	by	ensuring	access	
to	 quality	 health	 care	 especially	 enhancing	
coverage	 and	 access	 to	 secondary	 and	
priority	 treatments	 of	 the	 poor	 and	
vulnerable	 citizens.	 The	 scheme	 covers	
secondary	healthcare	including	daycare	and	
maternity.	 Moreover,	 ‘Expanded	 Program	
of	 Immunization	 (EPI)’	 provides	
immunization	 against	 the	 seven	 vaccine	
preventable	 diseases	 i.e.	 childhood	
tuberculosis,	 poliomyelitis,	 diphtheria,	
pertussis,	 neonatal	 tetanus,	 measles	 and	
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hepatitis	B	to	children	less	than	one	year	of	
age.	New	vaccines	like	Pentavalent	vaccine	
have	 been	 introduced	 with	 the	 help	 of	
United	 Nations	 Children	 Fund’s	 (UNICEF).	
The	 government	 has	 also	 introduced	 other	
targeted	 programs	 such	 as:	 program	 for	
family	 planning	 and	 primary	 health	 care	
(LHWs	 program),	 Malaria	 control	 program	
(MCP)	 (only	 9	 reported	 cases	 in	 2016),	
Tuberculosis	 (TB)	 control	 program,	
maternal	&	child	health	program,	HIV/	AIDS	
control	 program,	 prime	minister’s	program	
for	prevention	and	control	of	Hepatitis,	and	
cancer	 treatment	 program	 to	 name	 a	 few.	
Drug	 abuse	 also	 receives	 special	 attention	
by	 the	 government	 and	 a	 special	 anti-
narcotics	 policy	 deals	 with	 drug	 supply	
reduction,	 drug	 demand	 reduction	 and	
international	cooperation	

Healthcare	Investment	on	the	Rise		

Pakistan’s	population	 is	on	the	
rise	 and	 the	 government	
requires	private	sector	 support	
to	 cope	 with	 the	 increasing	
health	 demands.	 This	 gap	
provides	 ample	 opportunities	
for	 investment.	 Moreover,	
there	is	a	huge	scope	of	foreign	
investment	 in	 research	
institutions	 for	 the	 up	
gradation	 of	 research	 and	
development	 in	 the	sector	and	
help	 improve	 healthcare	
standards.	 Even	 though	
medical	 education	 is	
subsidized	in	Pakistan,	it	is	only	
available	 in	 a	 handful	 of	
government	 medical	
institutions	 and	 the	 quality	 of	
education	 offered	 by	 private	
medical	 institutions	 is	 not	 at	
par	 with	 that	 of	 government	
built	 medical	 institutions.	 This	
creates	 immense	 amount	 of	
investment	 opportunities	 in	
medical	education.		

	

	


