
	

	

	

Pakistan	possesses	a	wide	variety	of	
mineral	 resources.	 The	 mineral	
wealth	of	Pakistan	contributes	3%	to	
the	national	GDP	and	the	sector	has	
experienced	an	overall	growth	of	6.8	
percent	 in	 fiscal	 year	 2016	 showing	
an	 improvement	 of	 2.8%	 on	 the	
growth	in	the	same	period	last	year.		
Calcite,	 Rock	 Salt,	 Phosphate,	
Marble,	 Gypsum,	 Dolomite,	 Soap	
Stone,	 Lime	 Stone	 and	 Natural	 Gas	
have	 posted	 a	 positive	 growth	 rate	
of	 approximately	 124%	 percent,	 65	
percent,	 54	 percent,	 51	 percent,	 48	
percent,	 33	 percent,	 26	 percent,	 23	
percent	 and	 2	 percent	 respectively.	
Punjab	 is	 the	 2nd	 largest	 province	
(area-wise)	 and	 has	 vast	 mineral	
potential	 like	 coal,	 salt,	 iron	 ore,	
limestone,	gypsum,	and	fire	clay	etc.	

District	 Khushab	 being	 central	 part	 of	
salt	range	is	rich	in	mineral	wealth	and	
contributes	 substantial	 revenue	 to	
public	 exchequer	 and	 provides	
employment	to	a	significant	proportion	
of	 local	 population.	 	 The	 government	
has	 also	 conducted	 a	 detailed	 legal	
review	and	has	introduced	the	concept	
of	 reserve	 price	 and	 blacklisting	 along	
with	 the	 introduction	 of	 a	 number	 of	
holding	 limits	 in	 order	 to	 curb	
monopolistic	trend	of	sand/stone	mafia	
and	 provision	 of	 transparent	
environment	for	genuine	investors	
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Government	 of	 Punjab	 places	 high	
importance	 on	 mineral	 exploration	
projects	 and	 it	 aims	 to	 enhance	 the	
mineral	production	in	the	province.	It	also	
plans	 on	 expanding	 the	mining	 sector	by	
focusing	on	exploration	and	evaluation	of	
mineral	 resources	 along	 with	 enhancing	
public	 sector	 investment	 on	 resource	
mapping,	geo-database	development	and	
provision	of	physical	 infrastructure,	 roads	
and	electricity	 etc.	 in	 the	potential	 areas.		
Various	steps	have	been	taken	to	promote	
environment	 friendly	 mining	 practices	
and	mitigation	 of	 environmental	 hazards	
for	 sustainable	 development	 of	 mineral	
sectors.	 In	 addition,	 the	government	also	
has	various	achievements	in	the	sector	to	
its	 credit	 that	 include;	 the	 geophysical	
survey	of	sub	surface	pre-	cambrian	shield 
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rocks	 in	 Punjab	 for	 metallic	 mineral	
deposits,	 capacity	 building	 and	
strengthening	 of	 Directorate	 General	 of	
Mines	 &	 Minerals	 Punjab,	 Lahore	 and	
Development	 of	 physical	 infrastructure	
provision	 of	 electricity	 in	 mining	 area	 of	
District	 Khushab.	 The	 government	 has	
also	 developed	 a	 plan	 to	 undertake	 a	
number	of	projects	in	the	fiscal	year	2017.	
These	 projects	 include;	 construction	 of	
road	 network	 to	 facilitate	 coal	 supply	 to	
power	 plant	 at	 Pind-Dadan	Khan	District	
Jhelum,	 identification	 of	 effective	
strategies	 to	 optimize	 coal	 production	
from	coal	mines	in	Salt	Range/Trans	Indus	
Range	 (District	 Jhelum,	 Chakwal,	
Khushab	 and	 Mianwali),	 and	 rock	 salt	
potential	 blocks’	 delineation	 in	 Salt	
Range,	Punjab. 

Sustainable	Development	of	Mineral	Sectors		

Besides	 immense	 contribution	
of	 the	 sector	 to	 the	 economic	
growth,	 it	 also	possesses	huge	
investment	 potential	 that	
enhances	 the	attractiveness	of	
the	 sector.	 In	 fiscal	 year	 2015,	
the	 government	 conduced	 an	
international	 seminar	 on	
business	 opportunities	 in	
Punjab	 (ISBOP)	 and	
successfully	 signed	 thirteen	
MOU’s	 with	 foreign	 and	 local	
companies	on	mining	projects.	
Moreover,	 four	 major	 projects	
with	 an	 estimated	 cost	 of	 $2	
billion	 are	 in	 the	 pipeline	 and	
offer	 immense	 opportunities	
for	 investment.	 The	 projects	
include;	 iron	 &	 copper	 mining	
and	 establishment	 of	 steel	
mills,	 150-300	 MW	 local	 coal	
fired	 power	 plants	 on	 mine	
mouth	 model,	 plants	 for	 soda	
ash	 &	 caustic	 soda	 at	 Salt	
Range	 and	 cement	 plants	 at	
Salt	Range	with	estimated	cost	
of	 $663	 million,	 $800	 million,	
$200	 million	 and	 $300	 million	
respectively.	


